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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and 

Friends of our Assumption community, 
 

On Friday, October 23 our Year 12 students, their 
parents and a number of staff celebrated a liturgy 

together at St  Monicaôs Church in Moonee Ponds. Our 

College Captains, Megan Wilson and Brendan Allen, 
spoke fondly of their time at AC K and acknowledged 

the support given by their family and friends.  
     Thank you to Ms Carolyn Young for preparing the 

final Year 12 liturgy and a special acknowledgement to 
House Co-ordinators, Mrs Maria Windsor and Mrs Lynne 

Falzon for the many hours they spent planning the 

Graduation Ball which followed the liturgy. It was a 
wonderful night as students, parents and staff 

celebrated at the Flemington Racecourse Function 
Centre.  

     Our departing Year 12 students are now entering a 

new phase in their lives. An adult world beckons each 
of them and they now have the  opportunity to put their 

stamp on it. Their time at Assumption College has 
played a significant role in the preparation for their 

future. As they leave the College we wish them every 

blessing.  
     The final VCE Exams are in full swing for many of 

the Year 12s and I hope that they are taking this 
opportunity to display the depth of their knowledge and 

understanding. Undoubtedly they will reap their own 
rewards, but no matter what the outcomes are  we 

know that they have graduated from Assumption 

College as a group of fine young men and women.  

Speech Night 
The College Speech Night, last Friday, confirmed that 

there are many reasons to be proud of our 
achievements as individuals and as a community. It 

was pleasing to see many students there, and I 

congratulate them for their commitment to one another 
and their willingness to support a major College event. 

Thank you to the many parents who attended. Your 
presence was a clear indication of the support you are 

giving to your childrenôs education at ACK. 

2010 Student L eadership  
Congratulations to the following students who have 
been elected to the student leadership team for 2010.

 

College Captains : Evan McGinty and Casey  

Schneeberger 
 

Boarding Captains : Kieran Long and Adele Foott 
 

House Captains   

Austin: Tom Hennessy and Georgia Garvey-Hawke 
Damian: Andrew Simpson and Monica Gill  

Frayne: Elizabeth Siebel and Natasha Lackner 
Hilary: Vanessa Kennedy 

La Valla:  Hayden Smith and Jordan Sloan 
Marcellin:  Hayley Machen and Ryan Smith 

Marian:   Adam-Harley Wood and Marjorie Beard 

McAuley:  Anna Lane and Marnie Fitzgerald 

Year 7, 2010 Parent Orientation Evening  
Tonight we welcome to the College parents of our 

incoming Year 7 students. At the meeting we will be 
emphasising that they are the primary educators of 

their children and the role of the College is to support 

them in this most significant task. We encourage 
parents to speak with their childôs teachers about any 

concerns they might have. The staff and parents at 
Assumption College are all working towards the same 

end, which is to ensure that each child reaches his or 
her potential .  

Years 10 & 11 exams 
Years 10 and 11 end of year exams begin on 

Wednesday, November 18. The exams give them an 
opportunity to demonstrate what they have learnt , and 

to what extent they are pro ficient in their studies. I 
urge our students to spend time thoroughly revising, 

whether by going over notes, doing additional reading 

or attempting past exam questions. I wish all students 
the very best for their exams.  

 
 

Kind regards, 

 

 
 

Michael Kenny  
Principal  

  



 

 

Deputy Principalõs report  

Years 9, 10 and 11 examinations  
As end of year exams approach, itôs important that 

students begin to adjust their study  habits to ensure 
they are well prepared. They need to be putting time 

aside for careful revision of the work done in each of 
their subjects. Each student will have their preferred 

method of revision but all need to make sure they are 

equipped with all relevant class notes and resources. 
They need to make use of their teachers during this 

period to ask questions and seek help with revision and 
extension materials.  

     These exams are an important time for students to 

consolidate their knowledge and understanding of 
subjects in preparation for study in 2010. Good exam 

results this year can be the catalyst for successful 
studies in Years 10, 11 and 12. Students are reminded 

that poor results could affect their entry to chosen 
subjects for next year, so itôs vital that a real effort is 

made to prepare well. Please support and encourage 

your sons and daughters at this time and feel free to 
contact teachers if you have any queries or concerns.  

     Years 10 and 11 examinations will begin on 
Wednesday , November  18 and end on Monday , 

November  23 . They will be followed by a 2010 

transition program from Tuesday , November  24  to 
Friday , November 27 . 

     Year 9 examinations will be held from Tuesday , 
November  24  to Friday , November  27  followed by 

an intensive transition period from Monday , 

November  30  until Thursday , December 3.  
 

Mr Maurice Di Muzio  
  

Twenty -first c entury learning  

 

Mr Terry Cooney, Ms Jane Goddard and I recently 

attended the Catholic Education Office Northern 
Region Showcase , 2009. This event celebrated the 

work of schools in developing innovative learning 

programs for the 21 st century. There was a fantastic 
range of initiatives and programs on display and we 

were pleased to have been invited to showcase some of 
the work being done at Assumption. Visitors to our 

stand were captivated by the images of our new 
buildings and the broad range of activities in which our 

students are involved.  

     The shots of The Hermitage and students at work in 
this cutting -edge facility turned many teachers green 

with envy. It made me reflect on how lucky we are at 
Assumption to have state-of-the-art facilities for our 

students. Visitors commented on how happy our 

students looked and how fortunate our teachers are to 
work in this environment. However, in looking around 

at the work other schools are doing in lesser facilities 
highlighted the need to avoid complacency and the 

importance of continuing to develop our teaching and 
learning programs so that we ensure we get the full 

benefit of what we have.  
     A major highlight of the day was when Rachel 

Comte, Curtis Reardon and Raymond Shon performed. 

Their musical talents were appreciated by all and drew 
many comments about their confidence and composure 

in front of a large group of teachers and administrators. 
I thank Mr Peter Barlow for making the performance 

possible and the three Year 12 students for giving up 
their time in the middle of their exam preparation. It 

was a wonderful advertisement for Assumption College 

and the quality of our music program . 
     Several speakers addressed the audience about 

aspects of education for the 21st century. It is clear that 
we are facing a huge challenge to adapt to the 

changing needs of todayôs learners. We have to discard 

many  of our old conceptions of how students learn and 
embrace a world of new technologies and teaching 

methods. Over the next few years we have to re -
educate ourselves about what it means to be teachers 

in these exciting times.  
     However, despite all the talk of óemerging 

technologiesô and ónew ólearning spacesô, a phrase, from 

one speaker, remained in my mind. It was the idea 
that, ñIt takes a whole village to educate the child.ò 

This African proverb seems to sum up a lot of what we 
can do as a school community. Itôs crucial that we 

understand that learning for life doesnôt just happen in 

the classroom as the result of a teacher teaching but 
depends on the work of everybody involved in a childôs 

life. It reinforces the idea of the importance of the 
partnership between parents, teachers, the school and 

students. Itôs interesting that the more modern we get, 

the more important old -fashioned ideas can be. 

VCE Exams 
Our Year 12 students, and many of our Year 11s, are in 

the thick of exams. This is a stressful time for students, 
parents and teachers as we all wait to see the fruits of 

a yearôs labour. For those who planted early and took 
care of the crop throughout the year, the harvest will 

be abundant. For those who planted later, and relied on 

intensive fertilisation, the crop may be a little leaner but 
should provide sufficient fruit. Unfortunately, those who 

left it a little too late to plant may find there is little to 
reap.  

 

Mr Geoff Crawford  
Director of Teaching and Learning  

 

Prayer in c ollege l ife  

 

I read an article recently about the place of prayer in 

our lives. It spoke of the preciousness of the quiet time 
that prayer affords us; the opportunity to be still and to 

listen to the voice of our hearts. It was an honour to be 

able to provide that time  for our graduating Year 12s 



 

 

and their family members at the recen t Graduation 
Ceremony.  

     In the lead up to the Graduation it was pleasing to 
work with a group of volunteers who wanted to help 

plan and shape this important ceremony. This group 

chose to focus the liturgy on giving thanks and 
remembering that, no matter what challenges lie before 

us, our faith and our God are ever there to sustain us.  
     Readings and songs were chosen to help those 

present reflect on these truths, and prayers were 
writ ten and shared that demonstrated the place of faith 

in the life of our community. During a time of such 

emotion and excitement it was quite moving to be still 
and reflect on the enormity of the experience that the 

Year 12s, their parents and our staff were  celebrating, 
and to pray for the continued safety and success of the 

Class of 2009. 

     The sustaining power of our faith was also 
highlighted during our Speech Night Liturgy. As we 

remembered the significant trials that 2009 has 
presented to us and reflected on the challenges that 

Mary the Mother of Christ had to face, it was spell  
binding to listen to Rachael Comte and a small senior 

vocal group present their rendition of Breath of Heaven. 

This was truly an experience that illustrated the 
rejuvenating and inspiring power of prayer.  

 
Ms Carolyn Young  

Director of Mission  

 

Santa Teresa  

 

 
 

On Wednesday, September 16, eight Year 11 students, 

Daniel Rebbechi, Marnie Fitzgerald, Anna Lane, Holly 

Dee, Celeste White, Elizabeth Siebel, Emma Sevior and 
I accompanied by Mrs Maria Windsor, Miss Jacinta 

Sheehan and Br Frank McIntosh, flew t o Alice Springs, 
for an Aboriginal Immersion Experience. Arriving in 

Alice Springs mid-morning, and in 30 plus  degree heat, 

we took a bus to what would be our accommodation for 
the next three days in Alice, Campfire in the Heart. We 

unpacked, settled in and then headed out to the Old 
Telegraph Station, one of many places we visited while 

in Alice, the others included: 

- The Royal Flying Doctor Service Museum 
- Anzac Hill. 

- Various gaps, including Emilyôs, Honeymoon, 
and Simpsons, which we saw and climbed.  

- And numerous trips to Woolies! 

 
On Saturday we made our final trip to Woolies for food, 

and then got onto the bus, and made the 80km journey 
south-east to Santa Teresa. 

     We arrived mid-afternoon, unpacked and settled in 
before dinner. Different people on different nights 

offered to cook,  some with drastic consequences. That 

night, we headed out to the óClubô, in order to meet the 
locals, and break the ice. After a shaky start, the little 

kids soon loved us, using us for piggy-back rides, and 
as a trampoline. 

     The next day we attended Mass, and it brought 

home just how important religion is to the Aborigines. 
We then walked around town, before the rest of the 

day was spent adjusting to the heat, and confined living 
conditions.  

Throughout the week, we participated in town life, 
making friends and working hard. Some of the tasks we 

carried out included:  

- One-on-one tutoring  
- Working in various year level classrooms 

- Making breakfast and lunch at the canteen 
- Working at the Womenôs Centre. 

- Picking up cans at the border. 

-  
Our group became close and the campouts provided 

time for heart -to-hearts, story telling and jokes.   The 
week flew past, and by the time we knew it, we 

cleaned the house, and were heading back to Alice 

Springs for our flight home.  
At times the trip proved difficult as we battled  

homesickness, the heat, and b eing out of  our comfort 
zone. There is no doubt, though, that the trip really 

opens your eyes to a whole other culture. There  were 
tears of sadness, joy and laughter, and back in chilly 

Melbourne, the stories rolled out for days on end.  We 

shared an experience above all else, and are stronger, 
better people for it.  

Thanks to Mrs Windsor and Ms Sheehan for being 
so giving of their time, and being there in our times of 

need.  

Thanks also to Br Frank for without him  this trip 
would not be possible, and the eight of us would not 

have had the experience.   
     We wish the groups in years to come the best of 

luck, and hope that they have the same enjoyable time 
that we did . 

 

Adam Wood and Elizabeth Siebel  
 

 

 

 



 

 

The Tournamen t  of Minds  

 

The Tournament of Minds (TOM) program provides an 
opportunity for students with a passion for learning and 

problem solving to demonstrate their skills and talents 
in an exciting, vibrant and public way. It is made up of 

two parts: a long-term challenge, where teams 

formulate a solution to a problem over six week s, and a 
spontaneous (short-term) challenge, which is a group 

improvisation of team work and mental challenge.  
     Assumption College students formed two teams of 

seven members from Years 7 to 10. The first team ï 

consisting of Joel Brincat, Keston Burley, Vito Iacopino, 
Hugh Parks, William Poker, Georgia Webster and 

Eleanor Webster ï named themselves óThe Atomisersô, 
and competed in the Maths Engineering category. They 

had to construct a communication system to enable a 
message (carried by a small ball) to overcome obstacles 

and reach a destination without being interfered with 

by human hands. The second team ï made up of 
Matthew Francavilla, Jayden Mifsud, Jade Osborne, 

Jacqueline Saykao, Anna Urokohara, Erin Gillies and 
Nicole Parkinson ï named themselves óThe Unqualifiedô 

and participated in the Language Literature division. 

They had to devise a narrative centred on the idea that 
all the books in the world had disappeared. Both long- 

term challenges were extremely technical and 
intellectually challenging for the students participating , 

as they involved prescribed limitations on budget and 

materials used and strict guidelines on the presentation      
of the solution.  

     On Saturday, August 22 the participants travelled to 
La Trobe University, Bundoora to present their 

challenges in front of a panel of three judges and a 
captive audience. 

 

Hereôs Year 7 student, Jade Osborneôs account of the 
day: 

 

Our day started at 7. 50am. We arrived at the ACK bus 
loop and excitedly boarded our minibus. As soon as the 

whole team arrived, we started making last minute 
props and alterations. 

     When we arrived at Bundoora, it was as if a bubble 

popped. There were thousands of competitors there 
and we suddenly became ultra-nervous. We put our 

things down and registered our team ï The Unqualified.  
We were handed our participation certificates, then 

shown where we would compete and where our 
spontaneous challenge would be held. We then got our 

props organised and briefly settled our nerves by 

devouring a packet of lollies. After that, we watched 
Assumptionôs other team ð The Atomizers ï compete 

in the Maths/Engineering category, and moved to the 
room where we would be performing to check out  the 

competition. The theatre was huge! After we watched 

one of our competitors, we walked 100 meters and had 
a great time transforming Jacqueline into a grandma 

(with talcum powder) and Jayden into something evil 

looking (with purple and green hairspray and teasing at 
the sides). 

     We practised one last time and all of us looked like 
we were going to explode with terror. We walked 

towards our stage and set up our props. We had only 

10 minutes to present our play. If we went overtime, 
the judges would only assess us on what we had shown 

them. The time limit included getting the props on 
stage and clearing them off. This was going to be a 

huge challenge, as after many attempts at cutting  our 
performance down, our shortest recital had been timed 

at 10 minutes and two seconds!  

     Our play started and finished without anything 
majorly bad happening. The judges were nice and we 

all thought that we did pretty well. The judges then 
called us over and talked to us about how we thought 

we went, why we chose to include a song, and why we 

selected our target age to be 9 -12 year olds especially. 
     After it ended it was all a bit of a rush;  parents 

congratulating and complimenting us, pictures and a 
stop for lunch before we were whisked away to have 

our spontaneous challenge. Personally, this was the 
thing I was most nervous about. The 

spontaneous challenge was a riddle. It 

was a pentagon and inside was the 
acronym BLEND. We had to pretend that 

we were walking along the ground and 
suddenly saw this picture as a business 

card. We had to explain what BLEND 

stood for and whether the pentagon 
shape was of any significance to the 

occupation. No one was allowed in the room bar the 
competitors and the j udges. We had a five minute time 

limit and after that if we didnôt have an answer we 

would not score. The timer went off and we still had 
nothing. We were all really anxious, and then suddenly 

Jacqueline spurted out this amazing explanation that 
was so awesome I canôt remember it! We were all so 

thankful.    
     It was a great day, and even though we didnôt make 

it to the top five, I will defini tely be competing again 

next year. Anyone from Years 7 to 10 can participate. 
Talk to Ms Burns about it because I highly recommend 

it.   
 

And hereôs an alternative perspective from Year 7 

student, Hugh Parks: 
 

Our Tournament of the Minds group consisted of six 
Year 7s and one Year 10 student - We called ourselves 

óThe Atomisersô and competed in the Maths/Engineering 
part of the tournament.  

     The problem that we had t o solve was quite 

challenging. We had to pass a ball that represented an 
important message over two obstacles without touching 

it, and it had to remain still for a  few seconds between 
the obstacles before moving on. We also had to present 

our solution creatively. 

     The team met three times a week at lunchtime for 
five weeks and every time we would bring things in for 



 

 

the presentation. When it came to performing t he 
presentation at La Trobe University on August 22, 

everything went well except the launcher didnôt work as 
well as planned. 

     Everyone in our team enjoyed working on the task 

and enjoyed the experience. We thank Ms Burns and 
Mr Vogel for all their help. 

 
****  

     All students who participated are to be commended 
on the enormous amount of time and effort they put in, 

and for their dedication and the superb manner in 

which they conducted themselves. 
Well done! 

 
Mr Derek Vogel  

 

Berthe Mouchette  French 

Poetry Competition  

 
For more than a century, the Alliance française de 

Melbourne has annually organised a French poetry 
competition, which is named in honour of the societyôs 

founder, Mme Berthe Mouchette. The competition is 

open to students of French from Years 3 to 12 and 
participants must recite a poem in French to a 

representative of the Alliance who judges their 
performance. In addition, students in Years 11 and 12 

discuss their poem and students in Years 9 to 12 may 

also do a written test.  
     Assumption College students have participated in 

this competition for many years, and  this year 332 ACK 
students did so. 34 received a Distinction and 18 

received a High Distinction. Those who received an HD 
were invited to participate in the state fi nals.  

     While we thank and congratulate all competitors, we 

make special mention of the following students:  

High Distinction:  
Year 7  

Katelyn Cantwell, Joel Clark, Thomas Falls, Emily 
Hocking,  Vito Iacopino, Alannah Logie-Justice, Ricardo 

Martinez, Lucas Runciman, Ellie Smith, Bethany Watson 

and Danielle Wright 
Year 8  

Olivia Moedt, Liam Parker and Sarah Whitty 
Year 10  

Jarryd Clancy, Rachael Gordon, Thomas McCord and 

Madison Nicholls  

Distinction:  
Year 7   

Megan Berger, Christian Cardinali, Whitney Comte,  
Lauren Crocker, Xavier Dimasi, Amy Fandrich, Brianna 

Harper, Jessica Hoctor-Turner, Tayla Ireland, Brooke 
Jones, Georgia Kennedy, Samuel Laffan, Julia Laidlaw, 

Tallara Laughlin, Nicole Morton, Timothy Page, Hugh 

Parks, Jacqueline Saykao, Anna Urokohara, Leo Viitala, 

Georgia Webster, and Maddison Woodham. 
Year 8  

Luke Adamson, Natalie Bongailas, Erin Gilles,  
Meg Johnston, Jayden Knott, Kate Mathios,  

Rebecca Minogue and Alexander Trimcevski.  

Year 9  
Talia Xerri 

Year 10  
Monique Johnstone 

Year 12  
Meagan Hamilton and Raymond Shon. 

 
Dr Lindsay Opie  
Learning Area Co -ordinator ï LOTE 

 

ACKõs English students shine  

 
A selection of students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 
participated in the National English Competition in early 

August. I congratulate all those who received awards.  
     Particular congratulations must go to Liam Parker  

in Year 8 who attained a High Distinction, placing him 
in the top 1 per cent of students in the state. This is an 

outstanding achievement given the breadth of 

competition.  
     Additionally, several students were recently 

presented with Distinctionô awards, placing them in the 
top 10 per cent of students in the state. Those students 

were: Marnie Bruce , Isabelle McKay , Anna 

Urokohara  and Jacqueline Saykao  from Year 7; Ella 
Varga  from Year 8; Madeline Cooney , Emma 

Kenny , and Talia Xerri  from Year 9; and Brando n 
Walker  from Year 10.  

     The following students received a Credit, generally 
placing them in the top 25 per cent of all participants:  

Year 7 :  

Hayley Carter, Whitney Comte, Brigid Dodds, Ryan Hall 
Laura Ranger, Joseph Tankey 

Year 8:  
Luke Adamson, Jordan Allison, Michael Cornfoot, 

Darren Francis, Brodie Hopkins, Amy LeBusque, Kate 

Mathios, Sarah Whitty 
Year 9  

Ebony Broderick, Robert Coburn, Jess Cosaitis, Matthew 
McAleer, Joshua Ranger, Timothy Webb 

Year 10  

Lucas Bonnici, Georgia Chisholm, Damian Coates, Adam 
DeBono, Ellen Donaldson, Jamila Gencarelli, Rachael 

Gordon, Jayme-Lee Griffin, Matthew Kiriakopoulos, 
Thomas McCord, Shaun Parker, Casey Seeley, Nicholas 

Sheldon, Juliet Stacpool, Alarna Timmins, Calvin Waring 
      All students are to be commended on their 

achievements. Certificates for Creditô awards will be 

distributed by English teachers before the end of term . 
 

Ms Rachel Williams  
Learning Area Co -ordinator  

 



 

 

Do we h ave some 

mathematicians in the making?  

ICAS Mathematics Competition  
ACK students participated in the 2009 Mathematics 
International Competitions and Assessments for Schools 

(ICAS) in mid August. All Year 7, 8 and 9 students were 
entered, and a small and enthusiastic group of Year 10, 

11 and 12 students.  

     Many students received very commendable results 
with 102 students earning a Credit and 24 students 

earning a Distinction. Those awarded a Distinction are 
among the top 10 per cent  of Victorian students in their 

year level. Certificates will be presented to students by 
their maths teacher or at an assembly. Congratulations 

to all 527 students who participa ted. 

     These students received a Distinction: 
Year 7  
Christian Khoury Lachlan Pickering Ashleigh Hayes 
William Poker Matthew Francavilla Jordan Hoekstra 
Anna Urokohara Ricardo Martinez Jake Gallagher 
Year 8  
Ryan Leaver Thomas De Sousa Darren Francis 
Adam Naylor Thomas Atwell Sarah Whitty 
Year 9  
Lyndon Reeves Grant Hardisty Bradley Lynch 
Joshua Ranger Simon Laffan  Aidan McKeown 
Year 10  
Luke Rebbechi Luke Leahy Hayden Brown 
 

     These students received a Credit: 

Year 7  
Thomas Falls Gordon Scott Darren Harris 

Georgia Kennedy Lachlan Steel Marnie Bruce 
Alexander Clark Emily Hocking Eliza Kandell 
Stephanie Wilson Mia Barker David Hussey 
Isabelle McKay Jayden Mifsud Bethany Watson 
Jessica Wendell Joel Clark Anthony 

Drofenik 
Christopher Jackson Thomas McMeiken-

Evans 
Kathleen 
Monks-Corrigan 

Laura Ranger Sarah Robson Luke Wilson 
Mathew Brincat Olivia Cooney Corey De Ponte 
Montana Fitzgerald Hayden Moffat Tara OôDonnell 
Adam Davies Jessica Hoctor-

Turner 
Tyeisha Oorloff 

Jacqueline Saykao Samantha Sommers Rowan Stott 
Madelyn Bell Giacomo Cremasco Xavier Dimasi 
Samuel Laffan  Luke McAleer Laura Ranger 

 

 

Year 8  
Luke Adamson Nathan Ansons  Aaron Bezemer 
Taylor Corsetti Luke Smeaton Jake Geddes 
Bentley Grattan Brodie Hopkins Keegan 

Schneeburger 
Peter De Sousa Lukas Fellow Nicole Mingorance 
Zoe Langdon Robert Peperkamp Adam Treacy 
Jake Coffey Stefan Dariva Jasmine El-Alam 

Year 9  
Tom Freeman Emma Kenny Jade Kilkenny 
Jack White Young Shon Madeline Cooney 
Shannen Denny Jesse Gencarelli Timothy OôSullivan 

Jordan Runciman Jessica Egan Matthew McAleer 
Max Pearson Tom McInnes Madeline Tobias 
Megan Narayan Tom Clark James Wendel 
Ivan Dundovic Anthony Prestia James Waters 

Year 10  
Caitlin Bailey Harley Chisholm  Damian Coates 
Jamila Gencarelli Robert Higgins Courtney Jones 
Scott Maybus Darcy McLean Hannah Mitchell 
Scott Swindells Alarna Timmins Calvin Waring 

Year 11  
Thomas Hennessy Marnie Fitzgerald Kieran Long 
Daniel Rebbechi Casey Schneeburger Hayden Archer 
Kira Camilleri   

Year 12  
Courtney Grech Raymond Shon  

Maths booklist , 2010  
Next year will see the introduction of the Essential 
Maths textbooks in General Maths, Further Maths, Years 

7, 8 and 9 Maths as well as in Year 10 Standard Maths. 
Foundation Maths will also have a new textbook next 

year.  

     Maths teachers investigated several maths 
textbooks during the year. The organisation of content, 

coverage of the Victorian Essential Learning Standards 
(VELS) and the provision of extension questions are 

some of the reasons why teachers feel the Essential 

texts would be the most beneficial to our studentsô 
learning. The VCE texts also contain more challenging 

exam-style questions which students can work on 
during the year.  

    Students who need a new graphics calculator must 
buy the TIN-spire CAS calculator, whether they are 

studying General Maths, Further Maths or Maths 

Methods CAS. The Ti84 plus graphics calculators will be 
progressively phased out. Students who are retaining 

the Ti84 plus graphics calculator from a previous year 
can continue to use this calculator in General Maths or 

Further Maths. Since the book-listed texts for these 

subjects contain instructions for the TIN -spire CAS 
calculator, students with a Ti84 calculator will be given 

supplementary instructions by their teachers.  

     In 2010, the VCE subject, Mathematical Methods 

Computer Algebra System (CAS) will be fully 
implemented for Units 1 to 4 replacing Mathematical 

Methods. Mathematical Methods CAS students must use 

a CAS based graphics calculator. In the past, there has 
been some confusion as to what graphics calculator a 

student should buy given that non -CAS graphics 
calculators can be used in General Maths and Further 

Maths. Adding to that  difficulty is that some students 

have had to make this decision at the end of Year 9. 
The use of the CAS technology is only increasing and 

the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 

(VCAA) has advised that CAS calculators will continue to 
be permitted in Further Mathematics exams. 

Exams 
With Years 9, 10, and 11 maths exams fast 

approaching, students should make a start on their 



 

 

exam revision if they havenôt already. They can go back 
to previous maths tests or complete the end of chapter 

reviews in the text book. To revise earlier topics, 
students can prepare summary sheets with formulas, 

examples and other hints. Students should ensure that 

the reference (or study) book, which they have been 
progressively preparing, is in good order. Although this 

personal reference book is permitted in certain maths 
exams, students should not rely too heavily on the 

study book by treating it as a replacement for 
completing revision questions. Another useful study 

technique is to practise answering questions in exam 

conditions with a given time limit.  
     Year 12 students sit two exams for each maths 

subject. Well done to the many who have worked  
conscientiously and steadily throughout the year. We 

wish them the very best for their exams. My sincerest 

thanks go the Year 12 maths teachers for the 
dedication they have shown in preparing students for 

their exams. 
     I welcome back Mrs Tracy Kift and thank Ms Carolyn 

McCarthy for her work in the Maths Faculty this 
semester. Thanks also to the College Maths Captain, 

Courtney Grech, for her enthusiasm and contributions 

during 2009.  
 

Ms Cristina Vergara  
Learning Area Coordinator -  Maths  

 
 

Whoõll win the Austin Power 

Cup ? 

 

With the recent Year 12 Graduation, and Speech Night 
celebrating the achievements of our students in their 

academics, sport, the arts and community involvement, 

those of us in Austin House are awaiting an 
announcement, a year in the making. The Austin Power 

Cup ï the competition among the six Austin pastoral 
care groups that has been running throughout the year 

ï will be awarded in our final house assembly of 2009.  

     This competition has seen Austin students compete 
to create the most mystery jars for the twilight fete, 

come up with the best house chant, design a house 
logo and motto, battle for glory in the downball 

challenge, pit their wits in a music trivia competition 

and take up the challenge of the amazing Great 
Assumption Race around campus. 

 

 

Austin 6 students 
competing in the Great Assumption Race 

 

While the results from the Coin Line competition (a 
challenge to see which pastoral care group could 

donate the most coins for our house charity) are yet to 
be tallied, Austin 3 look to have the cup in their sights 

with 1350 points, while Austin 5 (1252 points) and 

Austin 2 (1018) are hot on their heels. But word on 
campus has it that Austin 1 cannot be underestimated, 

with their Pastoral Care teacher Mr Pannuzzo confident 
that their fundraising ef forts will see them over the line.  

     The success of this competition has been a result of 
the enthusiasm and leadership of a wonderful group of 

Year 12s who have thrown themselves into activities 

and brought a great sense of fun to the house all year. 
This was particularly true of our fantastic House 

Captains, Andrew Pendlebury and Louise Buggy whose 
energy, organisation and commitment helped to make 

it a highly successful year for the house. Our best 

wishes and thoughts are with all our Year 12 student s 
as they complete their exams.  

     Georgia Garvey-Hawke and Tom Hennessy have 
taken up their roles of Austin House Captains for 2010; 

I am sure they will do an excellent job.  
     Finally, I offer my great thanks to Terry Cooney who 

stepped in as Austin House Co-ordinator while  I was on 

maternity leave during Term 3 (my son, Alexander, was 
born on August 4). Terryôs excellent organisation and 

strong support of the students of Austin was greatly 
appreciated.  

 

Mrs Tracey Kift  
Austin House Co -ordinator  
  



 

 

Junior Handler Champions at 

Lancefield Show  

 

Three ACK students took out first, second and third in 

the Junior Handler Competition as part of the Lancefield 

Show Stud Cattle Display.  
     These three young students showed they have the 

skill to manage and lead mature cattle in the show ring. 
Rachael Harris (1st) was showing Australian Shorthorn 

while Eva Worden (2nd) and Jack Whitty (3 rd) were 

showing Maine-Anjou beef cattle. 
     While being too young to participate in Agriculture 

and Horticulture studies at ACK these students are well 
on the way to developing some excellent skills in this 

field. 
 

    
 
Mrs Vicki Whitty  

 

Farewell , Year 12 Damian Devils  

 
Damian House recently said goodbye to our beloved 

Year 12 members. We celebrated in style with a big 

blue cake and an extended (and embarrassing) Power- 
Point presentation. Each Year 12 student was presented 

with a certificate along with a little óDamo devilô as 
descriptions about them were read out.  

     We appreciate the wonderful students that have 

made Damian what it is today. Good luck to the Year 
12s for their exams and for their lives to come. We all 

hope they achieve what they deserve and never forget 
their time here at Assumption and especially in Damian 

house with us.  

 2010 Leaders  
 The House Captains and House Leaders for 2010 are, 

Captains: Monica Gill & Andrew Simpson,  with  Alicia 

Day, Emma Sevior, Hannah Allen, Justin Burns and 
Ciaran Devine rounding off the new Damian leadership 

team. Congratulations and all the best with your 
challenge next year.  

 
 

 
Some of the Damian Devils graduates of ô09 

 

Pathways  

 
As the end of the school year approaches, I am busy 

organising everything for 2010 while receiving results 

for 2009. It is great to see that more parents, students 
and teachers are realising the benefits of doing a VET 

subject or a school-based apprenticeship as part of 
the VCE or VCAL programs.  

     I am excited about students who have finished their 
secondary education and are going straight into 

employment with their apprenticeship becoming full-

time or they did their structured work placement and 
that employer has offered them a full -time 

apprenticeship. Students who have completed their VET 
are among the top candidates for full -time 

apprenticeships. 

     Students doing VET Hospitality in 2010 have the 
choice of two locations and two programs. Broadford 

Secondary offers the Cooking stream. After two years, 
students receive a Certificate II in Hospitality (Kitchen 

Operations), which is suitable for those who love to 
cook and may want to be a chef. 

     Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE also offers the 

Cooking stream, and the Front of House program which 
gives students a Certificate II in Hospitality  

(Operations) after a year. In the second year, students 
are offered some selected units from Certificate III.  

     Both programs are scored assessed and contribute 

to an ENTER score. Students doing VET Hospitality next 
year should see me for further information an d let me 

know which stream and at which college. 
     I have registration forms for Equine, Hair and 

Beauty, Building at Whittlesea, Animal Studies and Auto 

and Engineering at Seymour Technical High School. 
Students need to pick up enrolment forms from me and 

return them signed by parents , ASAP. 
     Students who have chosen VET or SBAT programs 

for 2010 should note that you must  be at ACK 
on Champagnat Day and Assumption Day and you 

must  attend the Years 11 and 12 Retreats. I am happy 

to help students make changes to TAFE or work days 
so you can take part in these compulsory events.  



 

 

     VET students must organise structured workplace 
learning (SWPL) to complement their VET program. I 

have the paperwork for this and it must be completed 
and signed by Mr Kenny before students attend work 

placement in the school holidays. Building students 

cannot do SWPL until they gain their Red Card, and 
other VET students must have completed the OH&S 

Unit in their VET program. 
     I look forward to another enjoyable ye ar in 2010 

and successful outcomes for all our students. 
 

Mrs  Carol  Fisher  

Pathways Co -ordinator  

 

From the Career s Desk  

Year 12 information pack  
At Graduation last week, we gave the Year 12 students 

a folder of import ant information . It had dates, contact 

numbers and, we hope, some helpful tips for the 
transition from ACK. There was also a copy of their 

exam timetable and a green card that outlined how 
they can retrieve their results. If your child doesnôt 

show you the information please asks for it!  
    We will be in touch with the Y ear 12s in the next few 

weeks about how to change their preferences. 

Residential colleges 
Some students have already completed applications for 
accommodation. If you havenôt, please check the VTAC 

and the institutionsô websites for due dates, what needs 
to be submitted and how you are to submit an 

application as they all vary. For example: 

 
¶ ACU (Ballarat) ï Does not want students to 

apply until after they have received an 

offer. The application fee is $50. 
¶ Deakin University (all three campuses) ï Apply 

online by January  7. School references are 

needed and must be organised before 
December. The application fee is $50. 

¶ La Trobe University, Glenn and Menzies 

Colleges ï Apply online by the start of 

December.  School references are not 
required. The application fee is $35. 

¶ La Trobe University (Bendigo campus) ï Apply 

online by December  14 . School references 
and two passport photos are need. There is no 

application fee. 

¶ Monash Universityôs Halls of Residence ï 

Download an application form from: 
www.mrs.monash.edu.au and submit it by the 

end of November . Two passport photos are 
required. The application fee is $60.  

¶ Mannix College ï Download an application form 

from its website and return it immediately as 
places are allocated on date order. Photos are 

required. The application fee is $50.  

¶ RMIT Village ï Apply online but there is no due 

date. The advice is to get your application in as 
soon as possible. There is no application fee. 

¶ Melbourne University, St Hildaôs, St Maryôs and 

Newman Colleges ï Submit an online or written 
application by the end of November . School 

references and two passport photos are 
needed. The application fee is $35. 

¶ Victoria Universityôs Student Village ï Download 

an application form from: 

www.vu.edu.au/facilities -and-services/housing-
services and return by the end of November . 

 Two references and two passport photos are 
needed. The application fee is $38.50. The 

weekly cost for 2010 will be $131.80. 

Results 
Students will receive their results via the internet or by 
SMS on Monday, December 14 from 7am. To use the 

SMS service they need to pre-register by sending their 
student number and their PIN to 19 787 888 between 

Monday, November 16 and Sunday, December 13. I t 

costs a minimum of $1.10 for each SMS 
transaction . Student will receive their results in the 

post on Tuesday, December 15.  
     Staff will be at school on the Monday and the 

Tuesday to help any student wanting to complete a 
change of preference application. 

Tertiary offers  
Students who have applied for early entry  at Victoria 

University, Ballarat University or ACU will be notified by 
the first week of December that they will be receiving 

an offer in January. 
     The first round of tertiary offers will be made via the 

internet on Monday, January 18 and by post the next 

day. Students should accept their first round offer , as 
they may not receive another one, and by accepting the 

first offer this does not preclude them from any other 
offers. Students should contact staff if they have any 

concerns.  

Pathways into La  Trobe University  
Latrobe University and NMIT now have an articulation 
agreement. This means that students who complete a 

diploma, advanced diploma or associated degree 
qualification at NMIT may receive up to two yearsô 

credit at La Trobe for their university degree. For 
example, if you didnôt get the ENTER to enrol in the 

Bachelor of Business at La Trobe, you could study for 

an Associate Degree in International Business for two 
years at NMIT and then transfer to La  Trobe and gain 

credit points to complete the Bachelor Degree. For 
further information go to:  

www.latrobe.edu.au/study/tafe/tafe -diploma-pathways 

http://www.mrs.monash.edu.au/
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Are you changing from a n ASBA to a full -
time apprentice ship ? 
Any school-based apprentices who are leaving 
Assumption to become full-time apprentices must 

complete a variation form  and give it to their 
apprenticeship consultant. If they were signed up by 

Mrs Fisher, the consultant is Rick Hager at AusNac in 

Seymour.  
     The variation form should be lodged before students 

begin their full -time apprenticeship, as it will make a 
difference to their completion date . Students or parents 

can contact Mrs Fisher for further information or for a 
variation form.  

     If any school-based apprentices are not continuing 

with their current employer , they need a cancellation 
form  which must be signed by them and their 

employer. Apprenticeship consultants have this form. 

Apprenticeship vacancies  
Employers and agencies are now contacting us about 

apprenticeships or traineeships on offer. Any jobs that 

comes into our office will be advertised in the daily 
bulletin and on the careers noticeboard next to the 

sports one.  
     We regularly update it, so students who are looking 

for an apprenticeship should give us their name and 
keep an eye on the board.  

Low Income Health Care Card  
School leavers may be entitled to this card. To be 

eligible, students should either not have a part -time job 
or if they w ork they need to produce eight weeks of 

payslips to prove that they earn below the acceptable 
amount.  

     The Low Income Health Care Card gives holders 

many entitlements such as medical and pharmaceutical 
benefits, ambulance cover, discounts on dental and eye 

care, state and local government concessions on such 
things as public transport costs, water and electricity 

bills. Some TAFE courses offer large discounts to card 

holders. 
     Students should investigate whether they are 

entitled to this benefit immediately before they start 
casual jobs over Christmas. 

RMIT parent information evening  
RMIT is holding an information evening for parents of 
students in Years 10 & 11. Hear from a range of RMIT 

representatives about study options and transition from 

school to university. Also covered will be pathways from 
TAFE to university, selection, scholarships, work 

integrated learning and Special Entry Access Schemes 
(SEAS). When : 5.30-7.30pm, Wednesday, November 

11; Where : Bundoora campus west, building 202 

cafeteria; RSVP: 9925 2555 or email names to: 
student.recruitment@rmit.edu.au . 

Architecture & Design Summer School  
Melbourne University is holding a summer school from 
December 14 to 17 for Years 10 to 12 students who 

want to learn more about architecture and design.  
     This course is extensive and covers the practical and 

theoretical aspects of architecture. It costs $450 and 

interested students need to complete an application 
form by Friday, November 27. Further information is 

available from the careers office. 

Work experience  
A reminder to parents and students that work 

experience at Assumption College finishes on Friday, 
December 18.  

     Before students begin work experience they must fill 

in the correct forms and complete an OH&S test online. 
Mr Kenny must then sign the forms before they are 

lodged with the careers office. Unless all these 
preliminaries are completed students will not be 

covered by WorkCover. 

Résumés 
Many students are applying for casual jobs over the 
Christmas break, and they will need a résumé and a 

letter of application for these jobs.  
     There is an example of a résumé on the College 

intranet (under career information) but there are many 
more available. For help preparing one, visit the careers 

office any lunchtime or after school when there is no 

sports training.  

Tax file numbers  
Tax file number forms are outside Mrs Kurzmanôs office. 

Students preparing to work part -time or full -time need 
to fill out one and return it to Mrs Kurzman for 

verification. Once posted, it takes about four weeks for 

the Tax Office to send back the appropriate 
information.  

     If you have any questions about subject selections 
or career information email us on : 

careers@assumption.vic.edu.au  

 
Mrs Jenny Pendlebury and Mr Chris White  

Careers Co -ordinators   
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Thatõs Entertainment! 

Talent Contest  
For the second year in a row, Stephanie Jackson 

(pictured on back page) won our Senior Talent Contest 
by giving a stunning performance of a sonatina by 

Edmund Burton. Raymond Shon was second, David 
Coburn and Jarrod Butler were equal third. Rachael 

Comte and Curtis Reardon were the Peopleôs Choice.   

Percy Grainger Youth Orchestra  
Stephanie Jackson is principal flute with the Percy 
Grainger Youth Orchestra in Melbourne, an ensemble of 

more than 60 of Melbourneôs finest musicians under the 
age of 20. Stephanie had the honour of being named 

óMusician of the Yearô at their final concert in October.  

Junior Musicians  
Our young musicians from Years 7ï9 are eager to show 
you what they can do on Thursday, November 12 in the 

Champagnat Music Centre at 7.30pm. We would love to 
see you there. 

Chris Leben 
Chris left ACK three years ago and was always one of 

our star actors in College productions. Already he has 
secured a spot on national television in the ABC Series 

Hungry Beast. Chrisôs acting and writing ability was 
spotted by none other than Andrew Denton.  

 Dance Concert 
ACKôs second Dance Concert (see photos on back page) 
was held in the Seymour Theatre on October 16. This 

was a wonderful night of utterly professional 

performance. Costuming and dancing from everybody 
was outstanding and a great tribute to the work from 

our dance teacher Madeline Salkeld. Ashlee Smithôs solo 
performance was a highlight of the evening.  

 

Mr Peter Barlow  
Director of Music  

 

Absentee Line  
5783 0806  

 

Please phone the College on the above 
number by 10am if your child is going to 

be absent or late.  

Wanted ð Billeting families for 

Marist Cricket Carnival  

 
 

Assumption College is 
hosting the Marist Cricket 

Carnival from December 8 to 

14, and we need about 40 
families to billet boys from 

around Australia.  
     Families would need to 

take at least two boys for 
the week. They would have 

to be at ACK every day by 8am and picked up again at 

6pm, but there would be no obligation to stay and 
watch games. Billeting families wouldnôt even need to 

have a child playing cricket, all that would be required 
is a readiness to show true Assumption hospitality to 

the boys in their care.  

     It was certainly a great experien ce for our senior 
boys who were billeted out in Perth last year and I 

hope we can return the favour . 
     My plan is to billet an entire team in an area such as 

Kilmore/Wallan, Romsey/Lancefield, Pyalong/Seymour, 

Craigieburn and Whittlesea/Eden Park so that ACK 
families could support each other driving the boys to 

and from the College. 
     If you can help or if you would like more 

information please contact me by phone or email: 
jenny.pendlebury@assumption.vic.edu.au 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Dates to remember  
 
Nov  18  Years 10 & 11 exams begin  
 
Nov 22  Year 7 , 2011 f irst round  
 enrolment interviews  
 

Nov 24  Year 9  exams begin  
 
Nov 25  Year 7 , 2010 t ransition day 
 
Nov 27  Year s 10 & 11 classes end  
 
Dec 3  Year s 7-9 classes end  

 

 
  

mailto:jenny.pendlebury@assumption.vic.edu.au
http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.msjanie.com/articles/sickness.jpg&imgrefurl=http://puritanbelief.blogspot.com/2007/08/where-does-sickness-come-from-god-devil.html&usg=__CCnO7jTaRomiWTfsu4n85rZcRPU=&h=610&w=720&sz=58&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=2sUZkqURP4FYxM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=140&prev=/images?q=sickness&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=N


 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Photos courtesy of Mr Peter Barlow, winner of the Mitchell Shire Photography Competition.  

 
 


