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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and 

Friends of our Assumption community, 
 

Our Adelaide Exchange Weekend has just ended, and 
although everyone involved is tired we believe the 

interaction between our two Marist schools was a 

positive experience for all. I congratulate our students 
for the way they represented ACK throughout the 

three days. Results from all the cultural and sporting 
events will appear in the next newsletter.  

     Thank you to all our staff and students who 
participated in the exchange and to the Parents and 

Friends Association for running the barbecue. Special 

thanks to Maureen Kurzman for the hours she spent 
co-ordinating the various activities and to the many 

families who opened up their homes to our Sacred 
Heart visitors. We look forward to returning to 

Adelaide next year.  

 

2010 Subject selections  
Year 10s and 11s are asked to complete their subject 
selection forms as soon as possible. Parents of Year 

10 students are welcome to contact Mr Crawford and 

parents of Year 11s Mr Rovetto should you have any 
queries.  

     Thank you to the parents of our Year 9s who 
recently attended the Subject Information Evening. I 

hope the meeting was informative and you now have 

a clearer understanding of the various courses offered 
in the senior years at ACK.   

 

2010 Re -enrolment forms  
2010 Re-enrolment forms were posted home this 

week. I ask all parents to please return the completed 
form by Friday of next week, September 4. Your 

prompt reply will help us finalise our new enrolment 
offers at Years 9, 10 and 11 for next year. It is 

pleasing to see the many new enrolment applications 
for 2010, as this reflects confidence in the community 

about the quality of education at Assumption College.  
 
Retreats & camps  
This week our Year 11 students have been involved in 

a Leadership Retreat. I hope the experience has been 
a positive one for all involved and I thank Ms Carolyn 

Young and the staff who attended. 

      
 

 
 

 

Our Year 9 students will attend the City Camp over 

the next two weeks. Feedback from students in past 
years has been extremely positive after they learnt to 

find their way around Melbourneôs busy city centre.  
     Thank you to Mr Brett Benkenstein and Ms Jane 

Goddard for their planning for the camps.  

 
Kind Regards, 

 
Michael Kenny  
Principal  

 

The Feast of the Assumption  
 

Our Assumption Day celebrations began with a whole 
school Mass celebrated by Fr George OôConnor. This 

feast has special meaning for our community, not 
only as it  provides our namesake, but because St 

Marcellin Champagnat, the father and founder of the 

Marist Brothers, believed that we would better know 
Jesus if we followed in the way of Mary. Mary was the 

first disciple: she placed her faith and trust in God, 
and her devotion to Godôs mission on Earth was 

rewarded when she was wholly taken up and received 

into heaven. Her acceptance into the glory of heaven 
is seen as the symbol of the promise made by Jesus 

to all enduring Christians, that they too will be 
received into paradise. On this feast day, we 

celebrate not only the wonderful opportunities that 
we have because we are members of the Assumption 

community, but we also celebrate the magnificent 

example of service and humility that Mary, our Good 
Mother, provides for us. 

     During his homily, Fr George talked about what it 
must have been like for Mary ñas a member of Jesusô 

teamò. It couldnôt have been an easy life for Mary, as 

she faced challenges that she could not possibly have 
understood and the persecution of her son ï yet 

Maryôs faith was unwavering and her dedication to 
Godôs service is inspiring. Fr George called on us to 

reflect on the blessings that we have as members of 
the Assumption community, and to consider how we 

can best use our gifts and talents to honour our God 

and serve one another. 
     As always, our music staff and students gave of 

their time to prepare and present beautiful music that 
helped set the tone for the occasion.  

 

 



 

 

Highlights included Jarrod Butlerôs contribution to the 
Offertory Procession, and the choirôs Communion 

reflection piece`Breath of Heavenô, which encouraged 
us to walk in Maryôs footsteps and appreciate her 

example. It was also great to have the Senior Band 

back in action ï they always add something special to 
our rendition of the College song! 

     All in all, it was a marvellous beginning to our 
feast day celebrations. As always, we are grateful to 

Fr George for celebrating with us - the time and effort  
he puts in are truly appreciated. 

 

Ms Carolyn Young  
Director of Mission  

                
 

Christian Service  
 

A group of students from Years 9 to 11 joined dozens 
of other volunteers tree planting at Glenaroua, near 

Broadford, on Sunday, August 9. The aim was to help 
reverse the effects of erosion caused by clearing and 

grazing and was initiated jointly by Landcare, Rotary 

and a four-wheel-drive group. 
     6,000 seedlings, native to the area, were planted;  

including around 800 by our group. At the end of the  
session we all felt that we had completed a good 

dayôs work and our backs and aching muscles agreed! 

The students received Certificates of Appreciation for 
their efforts. 

     I thank Mr Chris Byrnes, our ICT Manager, for 
inviting us to be part of this activity.  All students and 

staff felt that this was a truly satisfying way to 

volunteer our time. Thanks also go to boarding 
supervisor, Steve Calvert for his support. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Year 11  journals   
A reminder that Year 11 journals are due by 

September 7. Any student who does not complete 
their hours or their journal appropriately will have to 

see Mr Kenny. For those still struggling to complete 

their hours, I suggest they volunteer with Blaize Aid 
and more details can be found on the website at: 

http://www.blazeaid.com 
 

Ms Vicki Devine  

Christian Service Co -ordinator  
 

 

From Damian House  
 

Assumption Day   
Another fantastic feast day celebration saw our 

students at Mass, attend a concert and in between 
present some fantastic stalls featuring cupcakes to die 

for, a Redskins-in-a-cream-pie competition, face 

painting, fairy floss, drinks, icy poles, lucky numbers 
and the unbeatable dagwood dogs. A huge thank you 

to students and staff who worked on the stalls. The 
biggest thank you goes to Bodean Miller and his crew 

who provided a lot of the fantastic food. 

 
The 2010 leadership race is on  

Damian House candidates presented themselves to a 
house assembly on Thursday, August 20 along with 

some Rocky theme music for the girls and Chariots of 
Fireôfor the boys. We have seven candidates for house 

captains in 2010: Alicia Day, Emma Sevior, Monica 

Gill, Hannah Allen, Justin Burns, Ciaran Devine and 
Andrew Simpson. Thank you to all candidates for 

taking the challenge of standing for office.  
 

Jake Lappin  wins gold  

As reported in the last newsletter, Jake (Year 10, 
DA3) participated in the International Wheelchair & 

Amputee World Junior Athletics Championships in 
Switzerland in mid-July. Jake won gold in the 400 

metres and 800 metres, silver in the 100 and 200 

metres, and bronze in the 1500 metres. He said the 
best things outside the competition were visiting the 

Alps and going to Lucerne which was picturesque. He 
had a fantastic time. Well done Jake! 

 

http://www.blazeaid.com/


 

 

Cycle racing in Russia   
Maddison Hammond (Year 12, DA6) represented 

Australia in the UCI Junior World Track 
Championships in Russia recently. Maddison said he 

had a great time, experiencing all things Russian. He 

came 4th in the team sprint, 9th in the Keirin and 24th 
in the sprint. Congratulations Maddison on a fantastic 

result in such a high level competition.  

 
Our m ascot is announced  

The Damian Devils are now official. We are proud to 
announce the Tasmian Devil, the little furry critter 

that will rip your arm off, is our mascot. In future 

newsletters we will expand on our reasons for 
choosing the Tassie Devil along with the qualities we 

appreciate about this meat-eating, aggressive and 
loud Tasmanian native. 

 
óInternat St Michelô  

This college on the island of Espirito Santo in Vanuatu 
is the Damian óMarist Solidarityô project for 2009. So 

far Damian students have raised nearly $300 for this 
Marist-sponsored school to buy text books. Students 

are investigating the possibility of an immersion visit 
to Vanuatu in 2010. Stay tuned for future updates on 

our fund-raisers. 

 
Mr Bernard Green  

Damian House Co -ordinator  
 

 

Literacy and numeracy  
 

Book Week  

As part of Book Week, which started last Sunday,  we 
have been running the DEAR (Drop Everything and 

Read) program, also known as silent sustained 
reading for 25 minutes at the beginning of period five 

each day. This  involves everyone, staff and students, 
reading a novel of their choice, silently during that 

time.  Students are expected to bring their own novel 

and the librarians are encouraging  students who 
need to borrow a novel, to come to the Library 

beforehand.   
     This program has been running successfully for a 

long time in a number of schools and has helped 

improve reading and literacy levels. Visit the following 
website for more information: 
http://www.scotch.vic.edu.au/Curr/English/english.htm 

 

Literacy  and  N umeracy  Week   
Literacy and Numeracy Week begins on Monday. 

Literacy involves being able to understand and 
communicate written and spoken language. 

Numeracy involves confidence and competency with 

numbers and mathematical concepts.  
      

 
      

 

Improving your skills in these areas will: 
¶ Make all aspects of your schoolwork and all 

subjects easier and more enjoyable. 

¶ Will help you towards success in all aspects of 

life. 
     Next week there will be numerous activities around 

the school and in classrooms to help promote 
awareness of the literacy requirements and strategies 

that can be used in all subjects. There will be literacy 

and numeracy games and quizzes in the Library, 
pastoral care rooms, and classrooms  - look out for 

the ads for coming activities. 
  

 Cross -age tutoring with St Pat ôs students   

A number of our students will visit St Patrickôs Primary 
School in Kilmore to help students there improve their 

literacy and numeracy.  
     Reading is an important part of improving literacy. 

If you are not already reading a book for enjoyment 

each day, start now!  Come to the Library to borrow, 
ask a friend about a book they enjoyed or even read 

a magazine. Start by reading for 30 minutes every 
day.  

     Parents, we encourage you to join in. Rediscover 

the joy of reading and encourage your sons and 
daughters to do so too. For any enquiries about 

Literacy please contact Mrs Jan Platek, our Literacy 
Co-ordinator.  

 

 
Music news  

 
Up and coming band The Melodics entertained staff 
and students with a lunchtime performance recently. 

This was the first of many lunchtime concerts that will 
feature both student- groups and visiting performers. 

 

 
The Melodics at ACK  

 
Mr  Peter Barlow  

Director of Music and Performing Arts  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scotch.vic.edu.au/Curr/English/english.htm


 

 

VET Sport and Recreation  
 

Teaching Year 1 s  

The VET Sport and Recreation class, made up of Year 
10s and 11s, visited St Patrickôs Primary School in 

Kilmore early this month. We were divided into 
groups and taught the class ball-handling skills for 50 

minutes. We had completed a lesson plan which 
included a warm up, skills session, game and warm 

down to follow.  

     Two groups taught soccer skills and the other two 
taught basketball skills. The Year 1s looked as if they 

were having fun and enjoyed having us older 
students instructing them. The best part of running 

the lesson was teaching them new skills and having 

fun while we did.   
     We took a second lesson straightaway with 

another Year 1 class, and enjoyed it more, as we 
knew what to expect. We improved our lesson 

delivery and provided more appropriate 
demonstrations.   

     The worst part of teaching them was getting them 

to stop jumping around and start listening and 
following instructions! 

     Our VET Sport and Recreation class is looking 
forward to teaching the Year 5s at St Patôs in the next 

few weeks. 

 
 

 
 

By Michael Ma rrett , Year 10  

 
 

From the Career s Desk  
 
Parent Information Sessions  

VTAC representatives will be at the College on  
Monday, August 31 to help families of Year 12s  

affected by the Black Saturday bushfires fill out 

Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) forms.  
     This meeting will be held in the theatre from 7pm, 

and all Year 12 families in the area are invited to 
attend. We believe this would be a worthwhile 

meeting for students and parents to make sure all 
appropriate forms are filled in correctly. 

     Students are eligible to apply for SEAS if they 
believe that their schooling has been affected 

physically, emotionally or financially by the bushfires. 
If you are not sure whether you are eligible, come to 

the meeting and find out.  
 

Subject selecti on form s for Y ear 10s and 11 s 

A reminder to all Year 10 and 11 students that their 

subject selection forms are due in tomorrow. They 
should have met their pastoral care teacher to discuss 

their options for their senior years. If students are still 
concerned about their selections, they can make an 

appointment to see someone in the career 
department. 
 

VTAC applications  
Students should now have their own copy of the 

VTAC Guide and should have registered their interest 
in applying for tertiary courses for 2010. Once they 

have registered, they need to plan for up to 12 

preferences for university, TAFE and independent 
tertiary colleges. Although the VTAC deadline is 

September 30, we advise students to complete their 
application by the end of this term. 

     We are available at lunchtime in the Library or 

after school for any student needing help to complete 
this application. Once the courses have been chosen 

students should then look at SEAS and scholarship 
applications.  
 

Deferring at Deakin  
As mentioned in previous newsletters, the Federal 

Government is looking at changing the rules on how 
someone can qualify as an independent student. As a 

result, Deakin University will now allow students to  

defer study for up to 24 months (instead of 12). This 
means you can postpone your studies, but still retain 

your place at the university and, therefore, you may 
be able to qualify as independent. For further 

information phone: 1300 334 733, or visit: 

enquire@deakin.edu.au.  
 

New government scholarships  

From January 1, 2010 all university students receiving 
income support will be entitled to an annual Student 

Start-Up Scholarship of $2,254, indexed thereafter. 
This will include students who are already at 

university.  
     There will also be a relocation scholarship of up to 

$4000 for students receiving income support and an 

additional $1000 a year after that. For further 
information  go to: 

www.deewr.gov.au/HigherEducation/Programs  
 

Holiday exam preparation programs  

Neap (National Educational Advancement Programs) 
is holding exam preparation programs from Thursday, 

September 24 to Thursday, October 1 at Melbourne 

University. Programs will cover Year 11 Chemistry, 
Physics and Maths Methods and Year 12 Accounting, 

Legal Studies, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 

mailto:enquire@deakin.edu.au
http://www.deewr.gov.au/HigherEducation/Programs


 

 

Psychology, Maths Methods and Specialist Maths. The 
courses cost from $49 to $110, and registration forms 

are available from the career office.  
     Many companies offer exam preparation programs. 

They are all very good if a student has already started 

revising. However, if a student attends programs 
without starting some revision they may be 

overwhelmed.  
 

Want to study occupational t herapy?  

Interested in a career in healthcare? Then you might 
want to attend the Austin Health information/ 

demonstration evening. Occupational therapy is a 
healthcare profession offering skills and advice aimed 

at increasing a personôs safety, independence and 

quality of life.  
     When : 6.15 for 6.30pm till 8pm, Thurs, Sept 17; 

Where : Education Precinct, Level 4, Austin Tower, 
Studley Rd, Heidelberg, Melway Ref. 31K4;  

Parking:  Austin Tower (reduced fee with a carpark 

voucher available on night); 
RSVP: Monday, Sept 14; Info : Loretta Hanson, 

phone:9490 5105 or email:  
Loretta.hanson@austin.org.au.  

 

Want to check out pharmacy?  
 The Faculty of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 

Sciences at Monash is holding an information evening 
and tour. Find out about courses, entry requirements, 

curriculum, teaching facilities and university life.  
     When : 6.00 to 7.30pm, Tues, Sept 8;  

Where : Parkville campus, 381 Royal Parade; 

Info/registration : 
www.pharm.monash.edu.au/futurestudents/undergra
duate-seminar.html.   
 

What is Monash College?  

 It offers diploma courses which act as a pathway to 
about 60 Monash University degrees. With smaller 

classes and extra study assistance, a Monash College 
program provides preparation for university study. 

When successfully completed with the required 

grades, diplomas allow entry into second year at the 
university. Info : www.monashcollege.edu.au.  

 
Qantas  apprenticeships  

Qantas Engineering offers a variety of apprenticeships 
within the aircraft industry. You must have at least 

Year 10 with passes in maths, science and English. 

Several trade streams are available such as avionics, 
mechanical and structural engineering. Expressions 

of interest and applications : 
 http://www.careers.qantas.com.au.  

  

Melbourne University music  
There are two bachelor degrees: The B. Music is for 

those pursuing a specialisation in performance, 
composition, musicology or ethnomusicology and 

those wishing to extend their education through 
graduate training to be music educators or music 

therapists. The B. Music Performance is for those 
pursuing a specialisation in improvisation and who 

might aspire to further graduate study. Info : Phone: 
9685 9419, email: vcam-info@unimelb.edu.au or visit: 
http://www.vcam.unimelb.edu.au/school_music.html.   
 

What is mechatronics?  

 Year 11 and 12 students can experience cutting edge 
mechatronics technology. Participate in the following: 

temperature control experiments, Robotino wireless 
programs, Mitsubishi robot pick and place and SAGE 

industry demonstrations of targeted technology 

introduction modules.  
When:  10am to 3pm, Fri, Sept 25;  

Where:  RMITôs Bundoora campus (Plenty Rd);  
Cost:  Free (incl lunch); 

Book:  www.rmit.edu.au/aero-mech;  

Info:  Tim Peters, phone: 9925 6167, or email: 
timothy.peters@rmit.edu.au.  

     If you have any questions about career information 
email us on careers@assumption.vic.edu.au 
 

Mrs Jenny  Pendlebury and Mr Chris White  
Career Co -ordinators  

 

 

Pathways  
 

Last  day for VET courses   

¶ Community Services Goulburn Ovens TAFE, 
 Wednesday, Sep 23.  

¶ Sport and Rec  2nd year Goulburn Ovens TAFE  

 Wednesday, October 21.  

     Hairdressing and Beauty Wednesday, Nov 4. 

¶ Building 1st year at Whittlesea Wednesday, 

 Oct 28. 

¶ Building 2nd year at Kangan Wednesday,  
 October 21 (Wed, Oct 28 is a catch up day for 

 any student who may need it) 

¶ Community Services GO TAFE Wednesday,  

 Sept 23. 

¶ Sport and Rec. 2nd year GO TAFE Wednesday, 

 October 21. 

¶ Fashion and Design at Kangan Wednesday,  

 Nov 4. 

I have not yet received all dates.  
 

VET students -  Structured work place learning  

All VET students must complete their five or 10 days 

of structured workplace learning connected to their 
VET course. Students only have September holidays 

or until December 18 to complete this. Forms signed 
by employers and parents must be returned to me 

and  then Mr Kenny must sign them. They must be 

received by me before wo rk begins  so students 
have WorkCover insurance. 
 

mailto:Loretta.hanson@austin.org.au
http://www.pharm.monash.edu.au/futurestudents/undergraduate-seminar.html
http://www.pharm.monash.edu.au/futurestudents/undergraduate-seminar.html
http://www.monashcollege.edu.au/
http://www.careers.qantas.com.au/
mailto:vcam-info@unimelb.edu.au
http://www.vcam.unimelb.edu.au/school_music.html
http://www.rmit.edu.au/aero-mech
mailto:timothy.peters@rmit.edu.au
mailto:careers@assumption.vic.edu.au


 

 

Victorian School -Based Apprentice of the Year  
Award    

I was fortunate enough to accompany Year 12 
student Troy Ashton to the prestigious Victorian 

Training Awards held at the Palladium at Crown, 

Southbank on Thursday night, August 20. Jacinta 
Allan, Minister for Skills and Workforce Participation, 

welcomed everyone to the night of nights to celebrate 
excellence across our stateôs VET sector. 

     We all celebrated the achievements of the 
students, teachers, training providers and employers 

who are leading the way in skillsô development.  Peter 

Rowsthorn of Kath and Kim and Thank God Youôre 
Here fame was the master of ceremonies which made 

for an entertaining night.   
     We congratulate Jacob Noonan of Padua College 

for winning the Victorian School-Based Apprentice of 

the Year Award. Jacob is an apprentice jockey so you 
could say our Troy, who is completing a Certificate III 

in Business, was just ñpipped at the postò. He was an 
outstanding representative for Assumption College. 

     It is an excellent result for Troy to be rated one of 
the four best school-based apprentices in the state. 

He received a marvellous framed certificate and 

cheque for $500 to recognise his outstanding 
performance. 

 

 
 

Carol Fisher  
Pathways Co -ordinator  

 

Sports roundup  

Athletics  
Our athletes have been in full training for some weeks 
and coaches are happy with the way they are 

developing. All the trials will be used to fine-tune 
selections before the AGSV Carnival on Wednesday, 

September 9 at Olympic Park.  
 

 AGSV Combined w inter matches  

Recently AGSV combined winter teams competed in 

matches against combined teams from Ballarat and 
APS schools. Given the strength of the APS teams this 

is always the ultimate challenge for the AGSV teams. 
Assumption College girls played four sports: 

basketball, netball, soccer and hockey; the boys 

played football. All matches were tightly contested 

and all ACK students acquitted themselves brilliantly. 
The results from the matches were as follows: 

 

Basketball  AGSV 61    defeated BAS 48 

  AGSV 46    lost to APS 59 

 
Netball  AGSV 56    defeated BAS 36 

  AGSV 39    lost to APS 52 
 

 
Soccer      AGSV 3  defeated BAS 1 

                  AGSV 2  defeated APS 1 

 
Hockey   AGSV 4    defeated BAS 2 

               AGSV 2    lost to APS 10 
 

Football  AGSV 12.8.80   lost to  BAS 15.6.96 

 

Boys  AGSV summer  sport  
Training for cricket, tennis and basketball for most 
teams will begin in the next few weeks in preparation 

for the start of the season on Saturday, October 17. 

We have entered a boys Firsts Tennis team for the 
first time this year in what will be a tough 

competition, but one that will hopefully see the 
standard of tennis at ACK improve steadily. 

 
Girls  AGSV/APS summer  sport  
Training for softball, tennis, volleyball and swimming 
will begin early in Term 4, with matches for all 

summer teams beginning after the Melbourne Cup 
weekend on Saturday, November 7. 
 

Girls Sports Presentation Night  ï  Sept 11   
It promises to be a big 
night with the usual 

attractions, including 
special guest speaker 

Tiffany Hall. Tiffany 
(pictured) has become 

one of the most positive 

role models in health 
and fitness for children 

and women on TV 
through a lifetime 

commitment to female 

empowerment.  
     She is a Taekwondo 

instructor with a 5th Dan 
Black Belt, an ambassador for health and fitness, a 

corporate speaker, a school coach and a performer as 

the charming gladiator, Angel, on Channel Sevenôs 
Gladiators program.  

     Tiffany will donate two signed copies of her book 
How to Create Your Ultimate Body and Keep It! to be 

used as door prizes on the night. Tickets will be 
available at Reception from next Monday.  

     The night will be held in the Gonzales Centre from 

7pm. Tickets are free, but bookings are needed to 
help plan catering and seat layout.  



 

 

     Supper will be served afterwards in the Ref, and I 
invite all parents and students who attend to join us 

for a hot drink, some cake and a chat. 
 

Mr  Marc Merigan  

Director  of Sport  
 

First XVIII of 2009 r ates with the best  
 
Our First XVIII maintained ACKôs long, proud record 

on the fields of winter with the dual premierships ï 
AGSV and Herald Sun Shield. 

     Both finals saw high standard football with good 

crowds in attendance. The MCG shield clash had 
strong support from St Patôs Ballarat and Assumption. 

     The ACK boys ï players and officials (including 
Year 12 girls) marked the victory with a packed 

gathering of family, friends and supporters.  Thanks 
to Jenny Pendlebury, Tanya Trotman and their grand 

lady helpers for the magnificent ñspreadò. 

     The shield competition commenced 30 years ago 
ï Neale Daniher was our first captain and ACK has 

appeared in 15 finals, winning 11.  During that period 
the Dark and Light Blues have won the ñdoubleò 10 

times. 

     Brendan Allen proved an outstanding leader and 
the leadership group set a fine example. 

     All students who got to play firsts certainly played 
with the spirit and commitment that has characterised 

the ACK game across its long history. 

     Grateful thanks goes to Scott Wynd, Bryan 
Harding and Rod Wright for their terrific contribution. 

     Thanks also to John Harrington (boundary), Denis 
Brear (goal) and Luke Russell (runner) for their fine 

service. 
     Best wishes to the Year 12 students for the future 

ï and sincere thanks for the part you have played in 

footballôs progress at Assumption. 

The First XVIII after winning the Herald Sun Shield   

 

Mr Ray Carroll  
First XVIII, First XI Coach  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Dates to remember  
 
 
Sept 2      Year 9 City Camp (Group 1)  
 
 
Sept 9  AGSV Girls & Boys Athletics  
 Carnival  
 
                      Year 9 City Camp (Group 2)  
 
 
Sept 11  Girls  Sports Presentation Night  
 
 
Sept 17   Holidays begin at 3.30 pm  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 


